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When most people are asked, “What’s your favorite holiday?”, the 
responses typically revolve around those where gifts or bounties of 
food are involved. However, my response to this question has 
always been Independence Day. Celebrating the 4th of July will 
always be my favorite holiday; and it’s not just because of the 
BBQ, parades and fireworks, but because that is the day we get to 
celebrate and recognize our freedoms that we enjoy as Americans 
and honor those who protect our freedoms. On July 4, 1776, our 
Founding Fathers set forth a foundation that all men are created 
equal and that every American has unalienable Rights of Life, 
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.

In the pursuit of these unalienable rights, our Constitution was 
quickly amended with the Bill of Rights in 1791. In the Fifth 
Amendment, it was recognized that the rights of private property 
owners needed to be protected. It was evident that anyone who 
wanted to own property should be able to and that privately owned 
property should be protected. In the Fifth Amendment it states that 
no person shall “be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public 
use, without just compensation.”

As REALTORS®, we are the defenders of this freedom; and we 
have to protect the rights of property owners throughout our 
country. The freedom to buy, sell, and utilize property, as 
protected in the Fifth Amendment, underlies all real estate 
transactions. Any restrictions placed on a property owner from 

realizing the highest and best use of that property hinders 
economic growth and development and reduces freedoms 
inherent in our society. This is why National, State and Local 
Associations place such a high level of investment in advocacy.

In 1969, the REALTORS® Political Action Committee (RPAC) was 
created to promote and protect private property rights by working 
to elect officials that would protect the ideals of home ownership 
and property rights for all Americans. The RPAC is funded by 
voluntary contributions by REALTORS® from around the country. 
The REALTOR® Party is not red or blue, Republican or Democrat, 
it is who best stands up for our beliefs as REALTORS®. By 
investing in RPAC, we are buying ourselves a seat at the table; and 
as RPAC Hall of Fame member Cindy Fox-Griffey has taught me 
over the years, if you are not at the table, you are on the menu!

We live in the greatest country in the world, and we have 
freedoms that we take for granted every day. In many countries 
around the world, women are not allowed to own property. People 
of certain races and religions are restricted from being able to own 
their own home or live in certain areas. As REALTORS® in the 
United States of America, we are charged with protecting and 
maintaining the freedoms for everyone that is ready, willing and 
able to own private property. The REALTOR® Party and the RPAC 
ensure those rights are maintained and the freedoms that we 
enjoy as property owners are protected.

I wish you all a fun and safe 4th of July holiday!
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